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Rural Parliament (ERP), within the theme: 

“LEADER/CLLD for citizens and for the European 
Union”



www.elard.eu

Survey
Aim: to contribute to the LEADER/CLLD legislative proposals to be used 

in Member States and also outside EU to design balanced legislation for 

the implementation of LEADER bottom-up approach.

Method: 2-step survey – short Google questionnaire in order to identify 

most beneficial examples; detailed questions via e-mail or Skype/phone 

interviews to describe the specifics of the selected cases.

4 categories: LAG administration, TNC, animation, project beneficiaries

Responses received from 20 countries: Austria, Bulgaria, Estonia, 

Denmark, Finland, Germany, Ireland, Italy, the Netherlands, Greece, 

Poland, Sweden, Slovenia, Slovakia, Bulgaria, Latvia, Lithuania, 

Moldova, Portugal, Romania. 
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Survey

What is Lump sum?

What is flat rate?

What is umbrella project?
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Main simplifications 2014-2021

FOR reducing administrative burden of local action groups (LAGs):

Most frequent:

• Flat rate/lump sum for indirect costs (mainly 15%, but in some 

countries higher – Estonia 20% and Finland 24%, approx half of the 

countries implement the SCO);

• Electronic systems for applications and payment claims (Bulgaria 

has joint system for all ESI funds);

• Unit costs for salaries, car traveling, meeting costs, etc (Austria 

has quite elaborated system for salaries)
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Main simplifications 2014-2021

FOR LAG transnational cooperation projects:

• Simplified rules and flexible time schedule (Sweden, Estonia, 

Finland)

• TNC project decided by LAG (Sweden, Estonia, Finland)

• Lump sum for the preparation of the TNC and unit costs for travels 

inside and outside Europe (Portugal)
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Main simplifications 2014-2021

FOR LAG animation activities:

• Lump sum for umbrella projects (Finland, Austria)

• Standard Scales of Unit costs for meetings (the Netherlands);

• Lump sum for animation (Poland) and drafting Local Development 

Strategy (Poland, Portugal, Slovenia).
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Main simplifications 2014-2021
FOR project beneficiaries (local businesses, village associations, local 

municipalities, etc):

• Flat rate for indirect costs 15% (Estonia, Slovenia);

• Unit costs for salaries (the Netherlands);

• Lump sum for umbrella projects (Austria, Finland);

• Lump sum for starting up business (Poland); 

• Electronic application (most of countries);
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Example 1



www.elard.eu

Example 2
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Example 3
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Example 4
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Main conclusions and needs for future

• There are already some good practices in the Member States in use 

but still the real potential of the simplification is less used for all kinds of 

activities and beneficiaries and especially for TNC and LAG animation 

where there are only very few simplification examples in Europe.

• There are practices that called simplification but analyzing the 

implementation mechanism these are not real simplifications because 

still a lot of papers are asked. In many cases there is a need to 

elaborate further the current practices so that the real simplification can 

take place. 
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Main conclusions and needs for future

• Member States are doing their very first steps in simplifying the 

LEADER/CLLD implementation and therefore simplification is rather 

fragmented. We need more holistic approach on Member State level 

and to provide LAGs and beneficiaries simplification as a package of 

many different tools. At the moment there are so few tools in use that 

the effect of simplification is not recognized by LAGs and beneficiaries. 

Poland has the most holistic approach for simplification in 

LEADER/CLLD at the moment. Bulgaria has joint electronic application 

and monitoring system for all ESI funds.
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Main conclusions and needs for future

• There is a need for dialogue, training and experience exchange 

between countries and different funds. Deepened mentoring and expert 

support for LAGs, Managing Authorities and Paying Agencies would be 

very beneficial. There is a need for the national LEADER/CLLD 

simplification working group. 

• EU policy is changing in the programming period 2021-2027 the 

emphasis of evaluation from procedures to performance of results. This 

enables radical changes in simplification measures, which Member 

States should undertake. 



Thank You!


